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Introduction

Indianapolis is among some 1 ,(xx) cities nationwide and 106 communities in Indiana with combined
sewers that overflow into rivers and streams during rain storms or snow melt. In Indianapolis. these
overflows send raw sewage, human waste, toilet paper, disease-causing bacteria, viruses, and other
pollutants directly into our waterways, causing these streams to exceed water quality standards for
dissolved oxygen and bacteria. State and federal regulations require the City of Indianapolis to develop
a long-term control plan for controlling these sewage overflows and meeting water quality standards.

Public participation is an important pan of the long-tenD planning process for controlling combined
sewer overflows (CSOs). Through public panicipation, the City of Indianapolis plans to educate
citizens on the problem and the city's options, and to seek their feedback on such key issues as level of
control, cost, and priority areas. The planning process includes:

1. The release of a comprehensive report on the city's options for controlling combined sewer
overflows

2. The fonnation of a Combined Sewer Overflow Advisory Committee
3. The creation of a special website and telephone hotline for accessing information on the sewage

overflow issue
4. A series of public education meetings throughout the community
5. A series of public input sessions to get citizen feedback on key issues and options
6. Development of a draft long-term control plan
7. A public hearing on the draft long-term control plan
8. Development of a final long-term control plan for submission to the Indiana Depart~nt of

Environmental Management and U.S. Environ~nta1 Protection Agency

This document summarizes public participation activities conducted during July 2000, culminating in
the public education sessions noted in step 4 above. It describes the city's activities and sununarizes
citizen questions and comments received during the flfst phase of the CSO public participation process.

Initial Announcement

On July 11, Mayor Bart Peterson held a press conference along Pleasant Run on the city's east side to
release a study outlining options to clean up the city's rivers, creeks and streams. The mayor also
announced plans to fonn a Combined Sewer Overflow Advisory Committee. He urged citizens to help
evaluate the alternatives during a series of public meetings and forums. "At the dawn of the 21st
Century. it is simply unacceptable for this city to continue releasing sewage into our waterways at such
an aIanning rate," the mayor said in a press release. "The federal govem~nt is pushing cities to fix the
problem. and I agree that action in Indianapolis is long overdue." The study represented seven years of
research conducted by the city Departments of Public Works and Capital Asset Management and a team
of private consultants. In a press release. the mayor announced a schedule for upcoming education
meetings. public input sessions. and advisory committee meetings. The press conference was covered
by all local news media outlets, including the Indianapolis Star; television stations WRTV, WISH,
WTHR. and WXIN; radio station WIBC; and other news organizations. Press clippings associated with
this announcement and other CSO-related activities are attached to this document.

Advisory Committee
On July 24, Mayor Peterson named an advisory panel to help gather public input on the sewage
overflow problem. The committee represents neighborhoods, business leaders, engineers and other
community leaders. The purpose of the committee is to:



1. Review the consultants' report on the city's options for controlling combined sewer overflows and
improving water quality in Indianapolis;

2. Review opinions and feedback received from Marion County residents during a three-month public
participation process; and

3. Advise the mayor on how the city should proceed in developing a long-term control plan for
combined sewer overflows.

Committee members are Merri Anderson, Marion County Alliance of Neighborhood Associations; Leon
Bates, Mapleton-Fail Creek Neighborhood Association; Bob Bowen, CEO, Bowen Engineering;
Thomas Cobb, attorney and utility law judge, Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission; Rachel Cooper,
president. Southeast Community Organization; Dennis Charles, accountant. John J. Madden & Co.;
Daniel Fugate, chairman, Westside Cooperative Organization; Stu Grauel, Indianapolis Power & Light;
Bruce Jacobs, president. Near Eastside Community Organization; Gary Koss, president, Laborers
International Union, Local 120; Don Murray, facilities management, Eli Lilly & Co.; John S. Myrland,
president, Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce; Mark Sneathen, project engineer, RQA W Corp.; and
Kevin Strunk, president/geologist, Wabash Resources & Consulting.

Advisory committee ~tings have been scheduled on July 24. August 2. August 28. September 14
October 12. and November 15.

InforDlation Repositories

The city used three methods to give citizens easy access to infonnation on the combined sewer overflow
issue: public libraries, a website, and a dedicated telephone hotline. Copies of the city's study were
placed in all 25 Indianapolis-Marion County Public Library branches, along with a schedule of public
meetings. In addition, the city created a special website (www.indygov.org/dpw/cso) for accessing
infonnation on sewer overflows. The website includes: a downloadable copy of the city's CSO study in
PDF format, a downloadable copy of a 16-page CSO Decision-making Guide (a condensed version of
the study), public meeting dates and times, related links to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
and Indiana Departlrent of Environmental Manage~nt. and a feedback fonD for citizen comments and
questions. Finally, the telephone hotline (706-2622) includes recorded ~sages with the dates, times
and locations of upcoming public meetings, as well as how to obtain written materials on the sewage
overflow issue. Citizens also can leave recorded comments or questions on the hotline.

Public Education Sessions
From July 24-31. the Departments of Capital Asset Management and Public Works hosted six public
education meetings throughout Marion County to explain the options outlined in the consultants' report
and to answer citizens' questions. Meeting sites were selected to ensure that most Marion County
residents were within a 15- or 20-minute drive of at least one meeting location.

Meetings were advertised in two press releases from the mayor's office, on government cable Channel
16's calendar of events, as well in a mailing to 600 neighborhood associations, environmental groups,
organizations, and elected officials, including state legislators and township assessors and trustees.
Mailings also were sent to officials in the excluded cities of Lawrence, Beech Grove and Greenwood,
who receive sewage treatment services from the City of Indianapolis. The city also included CSO
information in quarterly sewer bill inserts sent to 240,<XX> residents during July and August. The inserts
included a reference to the website and telephone number, where a schedule of meetings was available.
Meetings were well-publicized in The Indianapolis Star, local television and radio newscasts, and
smaller neighborhood newspapers. DCAM and DPW officials also gave CSO presentations to the city's
Board of Asset Management and Public Works, City-County Council committees on public works and
capital asset manage~nt, the Indianapolis Chamber of Conunerce. and other organizations.
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In all, 164 people attended at least one of the education sessions. A session-by-session breakdown is
shown below:

Date
July 24
July 25
July 26
July 27
July 29
July 31

Time
2:30-4:30 p.m.
7-9 p.m.
7-9 p.m.
7-9 p.m.
9-11 a.m.
7-9 p.m.

Location Attendees
Near Northside (2450 N. Meridian St.) 54
Northwest (5665 Lafayette Road) 26
Southwest (5401 W. Washington St. 23
Southeast (6500 Southeastern Ave.) 20
Downtown (200 E. Washington St.) 13
Northeast (7701 Allisonville Road) 28

A 16-page booklet summarizing the key issues and options was prepared to guide citizens through the
CSO education sessions. Both English and Spanish versions of the booklets were available. (A copy is
attached to this report.) The education sessions also included a 70-rninute Powerpoint and video
presentation by Dr. BJ. Bischoff of Crowe Chizek, a nationally known public policy facilitator and
trainer, and Jodi Perras of Perras & Associates, an Indianapolis environmental communications and
policy consultant. A copy of the Powerpoint presentation is attached to this report. The presentation
covered the following general topics:

1. What are combined sewer overflows?
2. Where are Indianapolis' sewer overflow points?
3. What happens to the waterways when our sewers overflow?
4. Why were our sewers built this way?
5. What other sources of pollution affect our waterways?
6. Indianapolis is not alone: almost 1,000 U.S. cities have CSOs
7. What is being done to fix the problem?
8. What are Indianapolis' goals for fighting sewage overflows?
9. Strategies for CSO control: Capture and storage of more combined sewage in the current sewer

system
10. Strategies for CSO control: Expanding wastewater treatment plants
11. Strategies for CSO control: Building new storage tunnels or tanks to capture wastewater volume
12. Other water quality improvement options: Converting septic systems to sewers
13. Other water quality improvement options: Industrial pretreatment
14. Other water quality improvement options: Infiltration/inflow reduction
15. Other water quality improvement options: Stormwater management
16. Other water quality improvement options: Strearnbank restoration
17. Other water quality improvement options: Pollution prevention
18. Key Issue: How much sewage control should Indianapolis choose?
19. Three possible overflow targets: 12-,7- or 4-stormslyear
20. The benefits of the three possible targets
21. The costs of the three possible targets
22. How costs will affect monthly sewer bills during the first five years of a 20-year project
23. Key Issue: What sensitive areas along our streams deserve priority attention?
24. Oxygen problems along White River and possible options (artificial waterfall or fountains)
25. Oxygen and low flow problems along Fall Creek and possible options (reclamation facility, dam

removal, dam modifications, or a fountain)
26. Schedule of upcoming public input sessions and how to obtain more information

Following the presentation, participants were asked to write their questions on index cards and any
comments on a comment sheet. Questions then were answered by DPW or DCAM staff, if possible.
All citizen questions and comments were saved, and were to be posted on the CSO website with the

4



city's answers. A list of citizen questions and comments received to date is attached to this report, along
with the city's responses. This list was compiled during the public education sessions as well as through
the website and telephone hotline. It will be available in print during the public input sessions.

ht order to reach even more citizens, the city-owned cable television station, WCfY - TV (Channel 16)
taped the July 25 CSO education meeting. WCfY reaches 250,000 households in Marion County.
Channel 16 rebroadcast the education session on the following dates and times: July 27 (7 p.m.), July
28 (3 a.m., 11 a.m., 9:30 p.m.), July 29 (8 a.m., 6:30 p.m.), July 30 (5 a.m., 3:30 p.m.), July 31 (2 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., 11 p.m.); August 1 (9:30 a.m.); and August 2 (1 :30 a.m.). In addition, the session was
rebroadcast on Wcry's sister station, Channel 28, on the following dates and times: August 1 and 3 (2
a.m., 8 a.m., 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.) and August 5,9 and 11 (4 a.m., 10 a.m., 4 p.m., 10 p.m.).

Next Steps
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Steve Campbell. [317] 327-3622
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Mayor Begins Process to Fight Sewage Dumping,
Urges Citizen Invo lvement

INDIANAPOLIS - Mayor Bart Peterson today called for solutions to the ci~s century-old problem of
raw sewage overflows into public waterways, and released a study outlining options to clean up the
city's rivers, creeks and streams. He also urged citizens to help evaluate the alternatives through
an upcoming series of public meetings and forums.

. At the dawn of the 21at Century, it is simply unacceptable for this city to continue releasing

sewage into our waterways at such an alarming rate,. the Mayor said. ~e federal government is
pushing cities to fix the p~1?lem, and I agree that action in Indianapolis is long overdue.8

.Our challenge will be to choose environmentally effective options that the city can afford over the
next 20 years or so,. he added. ~ut it's time to start fixing the problem today, so it won't cost us
billions more in the future.. .

More than 100 years ago, the City of Indianapolis built a .combined- sewer system that is still used
today. It caITies sewage, storm water and industrial waste away from homes, streets and factories
in the same set of pipes. To avoid backups into homes, the system sends waste directly into
Indianapolis waterways.

During dry weather. sewage is carried through the city's sewer system to two treatment plants,
which adequately handle the job of storing and illtering sewage. However, when as little as a
quarter-inch of rain falls or snow melts, the extra water overloads the sewers, dumping raw sewage,
human waste. toilet paper, disease-causing bacteria, such as E. coli, viruses, industrial waste, oil.
grease and other pollutants directly into the city's rivers, streams and creeks.

.-!fit rains today, tomoITow or the next day, it's almost guaranteed that raw sewage will be dumped
into rivers and streams near homes, schools, parks and bu~inesses,. the Mayor said. 8Jn order to
be a world-class city, we can no longer ignore this problem.-

Under the federal Clean Water Act, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Indiana
Department of Environmental Management require cities to publicly evaluate a range of control
options and to develop and submit a long-tenn control plan based on the most cost-effective
alternatives for meeting clean water goals.

The report released today represents seven years of research conducted by the city Departments of
Public Works and Capital Asset Management. It details three major engineering options to reduce
raw sewage overflows:

(more) Mayor's Press

[317] 327 3690

[fax) 327 3686

[TDD) 327 5186

Indygov.org
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(1) Technologies to store more wastewater in the existing sewer system for later treatment,
(2) Building new storage capacity, either above or underground, and
(3) Incr.easing treatment capacity at the city's two wastewater treatment plants.

Other options could include accelerating the replacement of septic "systems with sewers and better
storm water management.

The report describes various alternatives under each option and provides estimated costs for
design, construction, and operation and maintenance over the next 20 years. In a111i..1telihood, th.e
city will need some combination of options to meet state and federal requirements.

Under the most cost-effective scenario, the project would cost approximately $840 million, spread

over 20 years.

It is difficult to predict exactly how it would affect monthly sewer bills, the Mayor said, because f'mal
costs depend on such factors as the specific technologies chosen, the construction schedule and
the financing method, including interest rates and loan terms. In addition. emerging technologies
might be ,:!sed in the future to more efficiently and quickly address the problem.

The city will also aggressively pursue federal and state assistance to help fund these solutions and
cushion the effect on ratepayers, the Mayor said.

However, the city controller has estimated that during the next five years, the project would require
a one-time $1.94 sewer bill increase in 2001. This covers the treatment plant upgrades and design
and engineering work necessary for whatever control alternatives are chosen.

Currently, Indianapolis average sewer rates - $10.91 per 7,000 gallons - are significantly lower
than current rates in surrounding communities such as:

Carmel, $19.78
Greenwood, $21.48
Greenfield, $23.63
Brownsburg, $27.65

Cincinnati, $25.33
Columbus, OH, $24.29
St.Louis, $17.61
Louisville, $19.95

South Bend, $17.98
Evansville, $29.23
Fort Wayne, $15.41.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Since many of these cities are also dealing with the same sewage overflow issues, their rates will
likely rise as well. Indianapops sewer bills are still expected to be lower than or comparable to their
rates, even with a rate increase.

Mayor Peterson also announced a series of public meetings designed to both educate citizens and
involve them in decision-making. He also appointed an Advisory Committee, which will help gather
public input and advise the Mayor as th~ city prepares its long-term control plan.

~his is a very challenging issue for our community, and that's why I urge all citizens to get involved
and make their ideas lalown,. he added. -We have to face this problem head on, but we also have
to be fair to ratepayers..

The first set of public meetings, planned for this month, will help citizens learn more about the
federal requirements and scientific and financial issues dealing with sewage overllows. The second
set of meetings will give citizens a formal opportunity to submit ideas that could be incorporated
into the long-term control plan. A fmal official hearing is also in the works.

For more information, citizens can call the CSO Hotline at (317] 706-2622 or logon to
www.lndvGov . ora/Q~Q.

-30-



Tues., July 25 Pike Township Government Center
5665 Lafayette Rd. (293-1842)

7-9 p.m.

Wed., July 26 Wayne To~"Ilship Trustee's Office, Community Room
5401 W. Washingt?n St. (241-4191)

7-9 p.m.

Thur., July 27 Southeastern Church of Christ
6500 Southeastern Ave. (352-9296)

7-9 p.m.

City County Building, Public Assembly Room
200 E. Washington St.

Sat., July 29 9-11 a.m.

Mon., July 31 Allisonville Christian Church
7701 Allisonville Rd. (849-3957)

7-9 p.m.

. .
7-9:30 p.m. Allisonville Christian ChurchThur., August 17

City County Building, Public Assembly RoomSat., August 19 9-11:30 a.m.

Mon., August 21 Pike Township Government Center7-9:30 p.m.

Southeastern Church of ChristTues., August 22 7-9:30 p.~.

Wayne Township Trustee's Office, Community RoomWed., August 23 7-9:30 p.m.

Indpls.-Marion Co. Library Services Center. Room 226B
2450 N. Meridian St. (269-5215)

Mon., July 24 2:30.4:30p.m.

City County Building, Room 260Wed., August 2 2:30-4:30 p.m.

City County Building. Room 224Mon., August 28 2:30-4:30 p.m.

City County Building, Room 224Thur., Sept. 14 2:30-4:30 p.m.

Thur.. Oct. 12 City County Building, Room 2242:30-4:30 p.m.

City County Building, Room 107Wed., Nov. 15 2:30-4:30 p.m.
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. Solutions shouldn't
push sewer bills near
levels suggested by GOP
last year. Peterson says.

(ived
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tside
her's
had

By John Strauss
STAF:=WAlTE.~John

:rsitv
Jesse
es.of
With

~to

she
. nap
,Vhile
.g. he

<Yard
~ told

RePtQO

Behind: Other cities face simi-
lar problems, 9ut Indianapolis
lags in finding a solution.
Mayor Bart Peterson said.

I her.
titted

Iped: .
m by

IOUgh

Mark
:rsion
y be-
nould

ert.a
~estify
:nhis
Jesse

rrett's
, who
.arrett

.nship

County Council to delay action on a
resolution asking Peterson to share
the details of any agreement he
might reach \,,;t.'1 rede.ral and state-regulators before it is signed. ~

\v"hile the GOP-controlled council
is nervous about the big pnc= tag,
~embers decided to give the mayor
time to ma.ite his case rather than

. pass the resolution on the eve of
his e.'Cpected ne\vs conference.

But r=cent actions by the U.S.
Envirorunental Protection Agencv
have Councilwoman Beulah
Coughenour, the Republ1~ chair-
woman of tile coundl's Public
Works Committee, worried'that tile
price could be far -more thaxi tile

mayor is projecting.
The EPA has filed two in!Omla-

tion requests wifu.:tile city .of tile

sort that is often foi1:OWed by e-,(pen-
sive federal mandates.. .She::. :said.

~stration ~ inflating t..~e cost . ~e ~f tile requests could make the
for political advantage. . Clty liable for fin~ for past sewage

At that time. tile' city estimated overflows, she SaJd. . .
. tile new state restrictions would re-. ~e fed~ government 15 not
~uire a staggering S8 billion in im- out ~ _bankrupt th~ city of ln~-
provements, which would push av- a'polis,. Peterson Sald. "They are m-
erage sewer bills to $150 from $10. slStent tilat we dea19t"ttil this prob-

The indiana. Department of En- lem, and tiley are losing patience
I,ironmental Management said tile witil the city.-
cost would be nowhere near that Other cities face slm1lar overflow
high. But some RepubUcans sug': problems, the mayor said, but lndi- .'
gested the agency, under the ad- anapoUs.iS behind otilers in finding:
ministration or Democratic Gov. ways to reduce tile now,
Frank O'Bannon, was pressurind However, Peterson said he ~-as
the city to create' political . ad~ not intereSted In critidZing tile
tage for Peterson.' work done under Mayor Stephen

Today's announcement ",ill in- Goldsmith. who served two terms
clude a range of possible long-term and v.-as in office during most of
solutions. wttil pnce tags starting tile time tile city was w1tilout new

at around S 1 billion, phas..-d in over \,,-astewater treaunent permits.
a period of years. The last permit -We want to fl." the problem. not
for Its tWo treatment pl~ts on tile fl." tile blame.- Peterson said. Ve
Southwestslde e."Cpired 10 years want to move forward, not focus
ago, and the plants have been oper- too much on what \vent on in the

aUng under temporary e."Ctensions past-
since then. .

Tne mayors pending announce-
ment led Republicans on the City-

,White River, fouled by Indian-
apolis sewer overflows dozens of
times per year, can be cleaned up
at far less cost than earlier esti-
mates Indicate, city officials \vill
promise today. ..

Mayor Bart Peterson's adminiS-
tration will aIUlOunce the ~sults of
a seven-year study of the overflows
and a schedule of public meetings
to discuss 'a new state permit for
the Indianapolis wastewater treat-
ment plants. ~

And from the first meeting later
this swnmer. offidaIs w1l1 stress
that the ccist of cleaning up White
River will be far iess .than the $150-
a-month sewer bills mentioned' In
last Year's mayor's race., '"That was absurd then. and I '

think when people see the Informa-
.tio~ that we are going to be dis-
cusSing, theyll see what an e."Cag~
gera.tion that was,- Peterson ,said
Monday.Indianapolis has storm drainS in
some areas that flow into its sani-
tary sewer system. During even

, light rains. the e.Wa water causes
the system to overflow. dumping an
estimated 5 billion gallons of con-
taminated ,water' annually ,Into
White River; Eagle Creek. Fall
Cr~It, Pleasant Run and Pogues
Run.'The city has spent t'n1ll1ons of
dollars to reduce the combined-
sewer overflows, as lhey'~ knClwn.

, And the problem became an isSue
, In the mayor's rac~ last year when

Peterson and other DemOCrats said
, the Republican-controlled city ad-

h. the
Chris
ley to
'fiegan
pool. Staff writer Doug S~ conIIi)uIed to

this report.
e tape
mlest
~e for
tertcal

-_.~
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"We are very pleasea Wltn tne
generous response of the Indi-
anapolis community.-

The goal of the campaign wa
:0 collect needed items. educat
residents about need and raise
awareness that the need exis;s
even during summer.:JUI
Road u,-ork

Stretch of
down to 1

One northbc
fayette Road fc.of 30th '

10 p.m.
Water Co.
main.

I~fayette
ane today
Lnd lane of La-
. 400 feet north

~II ~Iosed unl

JOI
) OJ

Sewer system mee~
will inform, gather in}

Staff Report

'-

~.

~

.
(

Public educational meetings
combined sewer overflow probl
and public input meetings are
of Mayor Bart Peterson's pw
address the city's wtdespl

waterway pollution.
City offidals will taUt about

sewage problem. and comIIiu
and bustness representatives
~ew options.

The educational meetings will
. Today. 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Wi

. Township trustee.'s office. Com;
!lity Room. 5401 W. Wa.sh1I1gton

.Thursday. 7 p.m. to 9 p
Southeastern Church of Ch
6500 Southeastern Ave.

. Saturday, 9 a.m. to 11 a
City-county Building. Public
sembiy Room. 200 E. Washin!St.. .

. Monday. 7 p.m. to.9 P
A1lfsonviUe Christian Church. 7
AllisonviUe Road.

The Combined Sewer Over
AdVisory COmm1ttee Will have f
lic input sessions:

.Thursday. Aug. 17. 7 p.m
9:30 p.m.. Allisonville Chris
Chun:h.

. Saturday. ,4.ug. 19. 9 a.m
11:30 a.m.. Citv-Countv BuikiPublic Assembly Room. .

. Monday. Aug. 21, 7 p.m
9:30 p.m.. Pike Township Gov.
ment Center. 5665 Lafayette Ro

.Tuesday. Aug. 22. 7 p.m
9:30 p.m.. Southeastern Chun:
Christ. ..1./.. . Wednesday. Aug. 23. 7 p.rr

9:30 p.m.. Wayne Town!
trustee.s office. Community Roo
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Ignoring the combination
sewer down College Ave.

rye heard that Mayor Bart Peter-
son is going to be maldng massive
overhauls of the severely anti- .
quated and envtronmentaUy un-
sound sewer system in order to
avoid more overllow and contami-
nation of White River.

rm wondering when he Is going
to address the problems of overflow
and contamination of the homes in
the proximity of the massive com-
bination sewer that runs down the
middle of College Avenue north of
54th Street

I Just rec-~ a settlement
check for $1.100 for loss of prop-
erty'and am waiting for the bill for
cleanup from the last backup of
sewage Into my basement This is
about the seventh Inddent in the
17 years rve owned this home.

Don't talk to me about backup
or overtlow valves. They don't work.
Those who have them say they get
stuck In the open position. In addi-
tion, I would have to dig up my
neighbor's dIiveway and lawn to
get to my sewer coMectlon to dothis. .

I should not have to do such a
thing. It should be up to the city to
bring Its sewer system up to En-
Vironmental Protection Agency
standards.

SANDRA MARSH.w"
Indianapolis
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Dues. contnoutions and gifts to the ICOC are not ded~tible as a chariuble contribution for federal income ta.'C purposes.

Because the Indianapolis Chamber focuses primarily on local issues. 93% of your dues are deductible as a business expense.
Fw1her information on tlUs law should be obtained from your ta.'C advisor.

Cham ber News
Save the Date!

* *
Where can you meet Indy's

candidates forthe upcoming elections
and hear their views on issues

concemingyou, registerto vote,
network with numerous informed

business and'political professionals,
enjoy good food and drinks, and
basically haVe a greattime?

At the HobNob-An

Election ShOi;C3se, Indianapolis'
largest politicai event of the year. Join
Paul I. Cripe, htc. and the htdia-
napolis ~ber ofConunerce at
the Union Station Grand Hall and
Conference Center on Monday,
October 5 fro~ 5 p.rn. to 8 p.m.

HobNob 1999 was the
biggest non-partisan political event of
the year in Indy, and this year's event
promises to be even bigger! Don't
miss your chance to be part of the
excitement

Invitations will be sent to your
business in Septemb~r. Tickets are
$10, so encourage your employees to

be a part of Indiana po lis' politcal
system, vote and attend HobNob
2000! '.

INITA's Second Annual
Workforce Conference

TechFORCE Indiana-
"Imeasingthe Bandwidth" isINU.A!s
second amual workforce conference.
il'm'A, alongwithmain sponsor
"Jndi anapolis Chamber ofCommer ~ is

hostingttmworkfOl:cecooferenceon
Monday, August 7 at the Ritz Q)arles,

12156NorthM~dianStreet, Carmel
Cost is $75 fur members and $125 far

non-members; attendees canregister
online atwww.inita.org.

This year's conference f~
nationally-known speakers, best practices
ftcm local <Xmpanies, andoppa tunitiesto. iIteraa withrepr ~ es ftom l1xliana ' s

coUe~ and universib~ The conf~eIx;'e

bighligbtsS\~Jl~ ~JXOgI"dms,
~ strategies forwiImingtlle battle
for n talent, aild provides tools and
materials to help a:tterxIees maneuver
tlIough theIecIU iting maze foc ball
college and experie1lCed hires.

There are four breakout sessions
sd1eduled, with eacl1 ~ion highlighting a
speaker and best practices ofINrr A
rnembexs. S~ions will run twice and will
tadde relatiormp- Wilding, reauiting

tactics, keeping axnretra.ining emting
employees and the challenges and benefits
of internships. Refer to INTrA's Web site
at www.inita.orgforcomplete schedule
and registratiOn in[ <:mIati OIl

Space is limited, so registertoday. . I
at ..~w.mrta.org. If you'd like more information

on this upComing event, contact Sandy

Combined Sewer Overflow
Issues are High Priority

Raw sewage... it's flowing into
our public waterVt8.)'S at an alaImjng
rate. It1s there by way of the
Indianapolis sewer system. Our
combined sewer system is over 100
years old and is currently unable to
handle the job of storing and fi1tering
sewage during any wet weather event.
When rainfall or snow me~ off as little
as a quarter-inch, the system overflows,
and loads rivers, streams and creeks
with human waste, industrial waste and
other pollutants. This pollution process
is known as a combined sewer overflow
(CSO) and has long been an issue
followed by the Indianapolis Chamber.

At least three alternatives have
been proposed in the city's new plan for
tackling the sewer dilemma. Another
alternative: an a~ximate 17.8%
sewer-bill increase per household. At
present, Indianapolis is paying HALF of
what Greenwood, Anderson and
Brownsburg residents are paying, and

nearly one third of what Evansville
residents pay
Your Chamber "Vants to KnO\v:
How comfortab Ie are you with
increases in sewer bill rates? (Check
one and fa.'( back to 464-2217)

.I'm comfortable with a $0-$2.00
raise in sewer rates.

.I'mcomfortable with a $2.00-$5.00
rais~ in sewer rat~s.

_I'm comfortable with a $6.00-S10.00
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